
attention to the issue.

In late May, we launched a similar 

campaign, this time urging the federal 

government to do more to combat the 

wildlife trade. We urged federal ministers 

to engage with international partners to ban 

the trade; devote more resources to fight 

the illegal wildlife trade; and to improve 

Canada’s systems for detecting imported 

wildlife diseases.  

The federal campaign is ongoing and 

supporters can join us in sending an 

e-message to the government at  

https://tinyurl.com/fightwildlifetrade

VHS launched two campaigns against the cruel 

and dangerous wildlife trade this spring.

The trade is not only cruel and damaging to 

biodiversity, but also poses a threat of zoonotic 

disease (diseases transmitted from animals to 

humans).

In April, we started an online petition calling on 

the B.C. government to strengthen regulation 

of the sale and ownership of wild and exotic 

animals in the province. The petition, which 

gained nearly 3500 signatures, has been 

forwarded to B.C.’s Wildlife and Habitat 

Branch, which is due to review the regulations 

this year. VHS had two opinion editorials 

published in local media to draw public 

We’re fighting the wildlife trade 
VHS LAUNCHES TWO NEW CAMPAIGNS TO COMBAT CRUELTY
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Animals up CLOSE
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Tune in on June 24th for a “Clean-Meat” Discussion
DON’T MISS THIS TALK ON THE PLANT-BASED MEAT REVOLUTION

The 45-minute talk, moderated by VHS 
executive director Amy Morris, will be 
pre-recorded so Dr. Kramer can answer 
questions live in the chat. A Q&A 
session with Dr. Kramer will follow. 

Wherever you shop for groceries, you 
have likely encountered a growing 
selection of plant-based alternatives 
to meat. The Beyond Burger, cashew 
cheese, and chicken-free nuggets are 
just a thin slice of what is on offer.

An online presentation by the 
University of Toronto’s Professor Lisa 
Kramer will provide an overview of the 
rapidly evolving marketplace for these 
new products which aim to cater not 
only to vegans and vegetarians but 
also omnivorous consumers. Professor 
Kramer will discuss so-called “clean 
meat”, which is poised to disrupt the 
food industry by replacing the industrial 
production of live animals with the 
prospect of real meat made with cell 
cultivation. 

Our RUN FOR THE ANIMALS 
event has gone VIRTUAL!
This year’s Run for the Animals Scotiabank Charity Challenge 
event has gone virtual! This means that anyone can take part in 
our fundraising efforts this summer by walking or running a 5K or 
half marathon to raise money to help us end animal exploitation. 
And as this is a virtual event, you don’t need to be based in 
Vancouver to take part! 

We appreciate the fundraising efforts of all our participants as we 
work toward our team target of $25,000.

To register or to find out more details visit:  
https://tinyurl.com/virtualrunfortheanimals or  
email Claire at claire@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca.

Can’t take part in this year’s race?  
You can still donate to help us reach our goal of $25,000!  
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/donaterunfortheanimals  
to make a donation to a member of the VHS team. 

THANK YOU!  

TUNE IN: JUNE 24 @ 12pm or 7pm 

Use the link below to register:  
https://tinyurl.com/talkplant-based
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Check out our NEW  
& IMPROVED Website! 
DO YOU LIKE OUR NEW LOOK?

Our website was running very slowly, so it 
got a facelift! 

We’re excited to have a better capacity to 
feature our latest campaigns. 

Please take some time to visit 
vancouverhumane.ca and navigate around. 
Do you like what you see?  
Is something missing? 

Get in touch at info@
vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca 
and tell us what you think!

A Sneak Peak of our New GoVeg Ads
VHS COMMITTED TO BUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR HUMANE DIETS

and animal products have a larger 
environmental impact than plant-based 
foods, making this an opportunity to 
change the food system to help protect 
both animals and the planet.

VHS executive director, Amy Morris and 
projects and communications Director, 

Peter Fricker also recorded a podcast 
in which they discuss local plant-based 
foods and food sustainability. You can 
hear their discussion at  
https://tinyurl.com/plant-basedpodcast

While COVID-19 has put a temporary 
hold on our work with schools to put 
more plant-based options on cafeteria 
menus, we’re continuing to speak out 
and work behind the scenes to support 
food system change that will benefit 
animals, the planet and public health.

We’re excited to share a sneak peek of 
our brand new Go Veg ads, which build 
on our popular “Food vs. Friend” bus 
ad campaign that we’ve run the last 
few years. The ads will touch on the 
benefits of a plant-based diet and will 
be running online and in public spaces 
(see billboard right) throughout Metro 
Vancouver in the coming months.

VHS also participated in the City of 
Vancouver’s Climate Emergency survey 
and advocated for climate actions that 
include transitioning public menus 
toward fewer animal products and more 
plant-based options. The consumption 
of food makes up nearly half of the 
City of Vancouver’s ecological footprint 
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Free Wills Month Postponed until October 2020
MAKE A NEW WILL OR REVISE YOUR CURRENT WILL AT NO CHARGE  

charity, if you choose to do so. There 
is absolutely no obligation to include a 
charity in order to participate.

Free Wills Month brings together 
respected charities to offer people 
aged 55 and over the opportunity to 
have simple wills written or updated 
free of charge by using participating 
lawyers. For more information, visit: 
www.freewillsmonth.ca. If you have 
any questions, contact Claire Yarnold 
claire@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca 
or call 604 266 9744. 

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Free Wills 
Month has been moved from May to 
October 2020. We apologize for any 
inconvenience that this may cause. 

You can support our work for years 
to come by leaving a legacy for the 
animals this Free Wills Month! If 
you’re an animal lover aged 55 or over, 
starting October 1, you have a unique 
opportunity to either make a new will or 
revise your current will, for free! VHS is 
participating in a campaign that allows 
you to provide for family and friends 
and make a significant contribution to 

Helping Keep People and Pets Together
TERRI GILLIS JOINS VHS TO ADMINISTER THE MCVITIE VETERINARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

make financial sense, it makes no 
sense on any other level. 

Animals help keep their humans 
safe; they help keep them warm at 
night; they help them from becoming 
overwhelmed with the stress of their 
daily lives. In return, the animals 
receive unconditional love; food, no 
matter what; and unending affection. 

The goal, moving forward, needs to 
be how we keep animals with their 
humans, rather than encouraging them 
to surrender them due to financial 
deficiencies.

The Vancouver Humane Society 
continues to seek out sources of 
funding so that we can keep pets with 
the people they are bonded with.

VHS is now working with Terri Gillis, 
program coordinator, to administer the 
McVitie veterinary assistance program. 
Terri’s background working with people 
who have mental health challenges 
makes her perfectly suited for this part-
time role. When Terri is not working 
with VHS, she is in school or snuggling 
with her rescue pup Schnitzel. Here 
Terri shares her experiences regarding 
keeping people and pets together:

There are many stereotypes about 
low-income individuals with pets. 
The general public often asks why 
vulnerable populations have animals 
when they may not have homes or 
money to pay for vet bills or food. 

Every person I’ve met who is classified 
as low-income will do anything in order 
to keep their pet. And yet, when their 
animals get sick or need veterinary 
assistance, they are often told to 
surrender their animal. While this may 
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McVitie Fund Update
A HELPING HAND FOR ANIMALS DURING THIS MOST URGENT TIME OF NEED

Our McVitie Fund assists low-income pet owners with emergency veterinary expenses, ending their suffering from 
debilitating injuries and illnesses. Thanks to the generosity of our supporters and our anonymous donor, we are so grateful to 
be one of the very few organizations offering this service. 

      WHEN A HELPER NEEDS HELP 
 
Our McVitie Fund has been helping pets of low-income 
caregivers for many years, ensuring guardians are not 
forced to surrender the animals they love. During this 
time, other caring individuals have donated to the 
program to keep people and their pets together. Sandra is 
one of those individuals, always working to assist those in 
need to ensure their pets have care.

When Sandra was partially laid off due to COVID-19, she 
faced a difficult decision herself. Sandra, who cares for 
several aging rescued animals, noticed her 17-year-old 
dog Odie was sleeping too much, had became too weak to 
walk and had gastro problems. Odie had lived a hard early 
life, abused by his first owners and treated roughly by his 
second owners. He came into Sandra’s care with wounds 
on his neck and a broken leg.

Sandra knew the vet bill wold be high to treat Odie and 
that she would fall short with her own available funds. She 
reached out to VHS and we covered the cost of a blood 
panel, fluids, and antibiotics.The treatment worked and 
we’re happy to report Odie is back to his old self.

      PUGGY PULLS THROUGH 

When Puggy developed a bladder infection, which 
required x-rays, urine samples, bloodwork and treatment, 
his guardian Brittney reached out to VHS for help. 
Brittney, a former youth in care, has a disability which 
prevents her from being able to work. She was living off 
limited funding and school bursaries, which left little for 
vet bills. She describes Puggy as the most loving cat. “We 
both love and support each other when we are in pain. I 
couldn’t imagine life without him.”

Thanks to the McVitie Fund, supported by our generous 
donors and our wonderful anonymous matching grant 
donor, we were able to help Puggy get the care he needed. 
Brittney was thrilled to have her friend back safe and well: 
“Thank you from Puggy and I both. We are so grateful for 
your support!”
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D O N AT I O N S  &  T H A N K  Y O U s
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING, WHO REMEMBERED 
LOVED ONES WITH A GIFT TO HELP ANIMALS:
Nishan Vijayaratnam, in memory of Tigger Vijayaratnam
Anonymous, in memory of Ruffle and Finn

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING, WHO HONOURED 
OTHERS WITH A GIFT FOR THE ANIMALS:
Nishan Vijayaratnam, in memory of Tigger Vijayaratnam
Anonymous, in memory of Ruffle & Finn
Ruth Comisarow, in memory of Pepper
Anonymous, in memory of Devon
Linda MacAdam, in memory of Smudgie and MacKenzie
Lauren Williamson, in memory of Charlie Dog
Kathryn Shaw, in memory of Linda White
Anonymous, in memory of Tascha Cooper
Andrea Kardos, in memory of Tibor Kardos
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Zak
Roberta Olenick, in memory of Lester and Moray
Theodora Carroll, in memory of my 10 wonderful rescued dogs
Laurie Robertson, in memory of Vivian
George Saltzberg, in memory of Huxley
Anonymous, in memory of Banshee
Cynthia Bartholomew, in memory of Foxy
Sandra Harris, in memory of Lightning Liza
Shoshana Somerville, in memory of Dusty Rose Bud and 
Rosabella
Patricia Bailey, in memory of Mandi, Moochie and Lucy
Shannon Toma, in memory of Nikita 
Anonymous, in memory of Mikko
Gilberto Valencia, in memory of Sylvester
Anna Gravelle, in honour of Bunny 
Fran Duthie, in memory of Charlotte and Magic

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING, WHO HONOURED 
OTHERS WITH A GIFT FOR THE ANIMALS:
Roberta Staley, in honour of BooBear the cat
Tricia Curmi, in honour of Allan
Robin Reid, in honour of Sarah
Lana Nielsen, in honour of Lola
Emma Boultbee, in honour of Krisztina Boultbee
Anonymous, in honour of Violet and Lille
Souvik Maiti, in honour of Xian Chang 

THANK YOU TO INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATE THROUGH 
THE BENEVITY COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND:
Amanda Nutbrown Bourdeau
Gillian Stewart
Chelsea Tapanainen
Siddhant Mehta
Janina O’Sullivan
Darrell Koskinen

THANK YOU TO INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATE THROUGH 
THE UNITED WAY OF THE LOWER MAINLAND AND 
UNITED WAY TORONTO AND YORK REGION:
Inger Hummelshoj
Anonymous

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES THAT 
SUPPORT OUR WORK:
Helping Hands of Worksafe BC
Miller Thomson LLP
TELUS Communications
Best Buy Canada
Pacific Law

WE WOULD LIKE TO SINCERELY THANK THE 
FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
FUNDING THROUGH GRANTS:
The Vancouver Foundation
The small changes foundation,  
held at the Vancouver Foundation
The Peter & June Legacy Fund,  
held at the Vancouver Foundation
The Withers Family Fund,  
held at Nicola Wealth Private Giving Foundation

WE THANK THOSE THAT HAVE GENEROUSLY LEFT A 
GIFT TO VHS IN THEIR WILL. THEIR MEMORIES WILL 
LIVE ON IN OUR WORK FOR ANIMALS:
Gertrude Kay
Esther T. Riley 
Edna Fay Plaxton
Margaret Adams

WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL TO OUR AMAZING 
VOLUNTEERS, THAT GIVE THEIR TIME TO SUPPORT 
OUR WORK. WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL 
THANKS TO:
Nadine Coffin for managing our Plant-based Plates recipe list
Brent Ludwig, Alana Tacy and Amanda Ryan for their 
assistance with our website update
Amanda Ryan for her assistance with the GoVeg ads
Jatinder Singh for his assistance with our kid’s resource guides

 
OUR MONTHLY DONORS ARE OUR HEROES. THANK 
YOU TO ALL OF YOU, FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR 
HEARTS!
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Invite Wild Animals Into Your Living Room
CRUELTY-FREE VIEWING OF WHALES, ELEPHANTS, DONKEYS & MORE!

The guide to humane farmed animal 
learning gives an up close and personal 
look at animals living in farmed animal 
sanctuaries via webcams and provides 
links to related sources of information.

“We’ve put the best wildlife and farmed 
animal learning resources we could 
find into these easy-to-use online 
guides,” says VHS executive director 
Amy Morris. “Kids can learn much 
more about animals by seeing them 
in natural conditions instead of in 
cages or tanks, where their ability to 

engage in natural behaviours is severely 
limited.”

 “We hope families using the guides 
will see that they are a fun and ethical 
way to learn about wildlife and farmed 
animals,” says Amy. 

The guides can be seen at https://
tinyurl.com/wildlifeguidekids

Finding things to do for kids can be 
a challenge for parents in these days 
of social distancing. VHS is offering 
help with two new resource guides that 
allows families to visit gorillas in the 
jungle or farm animals in sanctuaries 
with just a click of a mouse.

Our online wildlife guide offers kids 
a chance to see and learn about wild 
animals in their natural habitats 
through live webcams, phone apps, 
quizzes and lesson plans – all without 
going to a zoo or aquarium.

Online wildlife viewing 

Cobequid Wildlife: Nova Scotia, Canada

Elephant Sanctuary: Tennessee, USA

GRACE: North Kivu, Congo

Hancock Wildlife Foundation: Pacific Northwest, 

North America

Raptor Research Project: Iowa, USA
Orcalab: British Columbia, Canada

Wildearth: Kruger Park, South Africa

Wild ARC: British Columbia, Canada

https://www.elephants.com/#elecam

https://explore.org/livecams/grace-gorillas/gorilla-forest-corridor

https://www.raptorresource.org/classroom/

https://hancockwildlife.org/project/live-cams/

http://www.orca-live.net/community/index.html

https://wildearth.tv/kids/

https://spca.bc.ca/programs-services/wildlife-rehabilitation/wild-arc-critter-cam/

Charitable registration number: BN 88971 3178 RR 0001

     604 266 9744

     info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

https://cwrc.net/cms2/wp/cwrc-live-cam/

https://www.elephants.com/elephants

https://gracegorillas.org/grace-meet-the-gorillas/

Meet the elephants: 

Meet the gorillas:

We’re so thankful that you are choosing to engage with wild animals online. Zoos 

and aquariums, though they are captivating to young children, make it seem normal 

to keep wild animals in cages and tanks. This lesson can deeply impact children and 

how they relate to animals as they grow. Wildlife belong in their native habitats, with 

lots of room to explore and live enriching lives. Viewing them in the wild helps us 

teach and understand the importance of conserving species and habitats. 

DIGITAL LEARNING RESOURCES:
WILD ANIMALS

Cruelty-free viewing, no animals harmed

Our recommendations

Incredible resources to connect children and adults to wild animals are at 
our fingertips. Webcams, toolkits, quizzes and more. Not able to travel to 
Africa to visit a wildlife reserve? No problem. This guide provides curated 
resources from organizations that are committed to keeping wild animals 
wild and ensuring they have a future on our planet.

World Wildlife Fund Orca LabEagle cam!
The World Wildlife Fund website 
is full of useful resources, including 
day-by-day activity plans to help 
keep kids learning, thinking, and 
having fun. These resources are 
intended for higher elementary to 
middle school grade levels.

Orcas frequent a ‘rubbing beach’ 
at Hanson Island, British Columbia. 
The livecams allow you to hear and 
see orcas as they rub along the 
sea floor, as well as other marine 
animals such as sea lions and fish. 
This is a great opportunity to be up 
close to a wild whale.

Baby eagles hatch in April, with 
many great links and resources 
about the development of birds in 
eggs. This online classroom has a 
live chat twice per day, and if you 
see prey, you can enter them in 
the prey log!

raptorresource.org/classroom worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources orca-live.net/community/index.html

Our new online guides  
allow kids to see animals in  
natural environments

THANK YOU TO THOSE THAT COMPLETED OUR 2020 SUPPORTER SURVEY.  
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR TIME AND HELPFUL FEEDBACK! 
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Our monthly donors are animal heroes! 
HELP US PROVIDE HAPPY ENDINGS TO ANIMALS IN NEED

Not only do you enable us to help animals today, but you give us the ability to plan for 
tomorrow. If you are not one of these wonderful supporters, please consider becoming one!

Simply send in a void cheque for direct debit, or your credit card information, with the 
enclosed donation form.  You will conveniently receive one receipt at the end of each calendar 
year for all your donations that year.

If you prefer donating online, you can set up a monthly gift at www.canadahelps.org 

Thank you for your help in sustaining VHS and our work in the long term!

        

OUR OFFICIAL NAME IS
VANCOUVER HUMANE SOCIETY
303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2
Charitable Reg# BN 8897 13178 RR0001

Lucky Friday is one of  
many good reasons to  

remember VHS in your will!
Rescued from the streets and certain death,  

Friday is now in her forever home.  
She needed help and we were there.  
Help us be there in the future!  

It’s easy. Simply speak to your lawyer and have  
the following wording included in your will:  

“I give, devise and bequeath to the  
Vancouver Humane Society, 303-8623 Granville St, 

Vancouver, British Columbia,
a) _____% of the residue of my estate OR

b) the amount of $_____”.


