
To register to receive updates on the items 

available in our silent auction, and to be 

notified when the auction starts, please 

email: claire@vancouverhumanesociety.

bc.ca. If you do not have internet access 

but would like to participate in the auction, 

please call Claire Yarnold (604 266 9744), 

who will register you to place bids via phone. 

LOTS OF GREAT ITEMS TO BID ON! 
Clockwise below: Vegan pie from The Pie 

Hole, a one-night stay at Howe Sound Inn 

with a $100 gift for the brewpub and a 

mix 6-pack of cans; three-month Meowbox 

subscription; a pair of Vessi waterproof 

sneakers; a $150 Plantsome gift card; Tiny 

Zen Memory pet keepsake necklace.

We’re holding our first ever online silent auction 

this fall with more than 60 items available 

to bid on, all generously donated by local 

businesses. The auction will run from October 

20-26, so be sure to mark your calendar.  

There’s something for everyone in our auction, 

including: hotel stays and pet food, plants 

and plant-based gift boxes, clothing and 

accessories, books and beauty products, 

mountain biking lessons and yoga classes, just 

to name a few! The silent auction is the perfect 

place to purchase unique holiday gifts for loved 

ones or to treat yourself to something special, 

and all for a good cause.

The silent auction will provide much needed 

assistance to improve animals’ lives after 

our plans for in-person events in 2020 were 

grounded due 

to COVID-19 

restrictions. All 

proceeds from 

the auction will 

go towards our 

work for animals.

To browse the 

items available 

in the silent 

auction, 

visit: https://

tinyurl.com/

vhssilentauction. 

Join our online silent auction Oct 20-26! 
HELP THE ANIMALS BY DOING SOME HOLIDAY GIFT SHOPPING
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Plant-based messaging going strong!
GO VEG ADS HIT STREETS (AND ELEVATORS) IN METRO VANCOUVER

The horses, who spend long hours on 
hard pavement in all weathers, are also 
exposed to vehicle exhaust.

Nearly 7000 people signed our 
petitions to the Park Board to 

2000 people at an online music 
festival in July. In addition, we hosted 
a webinar, featuring VHS Executive 
Director, Amy Morris and Campaign 
Director, Emily Pickett. The discussion 
focused on powerful actions we can 

In August, VHS launched a campaign 
calling on the Vancouver Park Board 
to remove the horse-drawn trolley from 
Stanley Park.

Having horse-drawn trolleys or carriages 
in urban settings is just not safe. 
This became clear in 2016, when 
the Stanley Park trolley’s horses were 
spooked by traffic noise and bolted, 
nearly taking a trolley full of tourists off 
the sea wall. 

Due to a changed traffic configuration, 
the trolley was sharing the roadway 
through the park with motorist and 
cyclists. This created an additional 
safety hazard as drivers attempted to 
pass the slow-moving trolley by veering 
into the cycle lane.

With regular summer events and 
outreach put on hold this year due to 
COVID-19, VHS has been busy finding 
other avenues to share our Go Veg 
message. In the last edition of Animal 
Writes!, we shared a sneak peek of one 
of our new Go Veg ads. We’re pleased 
to report that the new ads have been 
running on billboards and elevator 
screens throughout Metro Vancouver 
this summer and we’ve received 
positive feedback about the new 
designs and messaging. You can see all 
of the new ads by visiting our Go Veg 
homepage at goveg.ca. 

We’ve also been busy online, 
presenting our plant-based programs 
to an audience of approximately 

remove the trolley.  To date, the 
board has not responded. You can 
sign our ongoing petition at: https://
vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/posts/
stanley-park/

take as individuals to protect animal 
welfare. If you missed the webinar, 
you can watch the recording at 
vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/posts/
webinar-powerful-actions-to-protect-
animal-welfare/.  

Horses and traffic don’t mix
SIGN OUR ONGOING PETITION TO REMOVE THE TROLLEY FROM STANLEY PARK

Stanley Park  
     Trolley

Left: VHS elevator ads 
promote a plant-based diet

Below: GoVeg.ca billboard
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Speak up for animals this fall
VHS COMMITTED TO BUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR HUMANE DIETS

Afro Van Connect, an organization 
that empowers the voices of African 
descent youth through conversation, 
collaboration, creation and 
performance. 

You don’t want to miss it! 

Purchase your tickets today by 
visiting: https://vhsspeakupforanimals.
eventbrite.ca

Join us on Tuesday October 20th for an 
evening of entertainment and learning 
at our first annual virtual storytelling 
event! 

You can connect with fellow animal 
lovers in the community, as we hear 
stories from B.C. based advocates 
about their journeys through animal 
protection, animal advocacy and 
awareness raising. 

Our guest speakers include 
Skwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish 
Nation) storyteller and ambassador 
Amanda Nahanee; animal lover and 
CTV News Vancouver weather anchor 
Ann Luu; Squamish-local James Slade, 
a long-time conservationist specializing 
in the field of law enforcement, 
having worked in anti-poaching in 
Southern Africa for 10 years; actor, 
filmmaker and animal rights activist 
Katherine Ramdeen, who will share 
her plant-based journey; and there will 
be a live freestyle performance from 

VHS SUPPORTS PETS IN NEED  
DUE TO COVID-19
Calls have been pouring in to our veterinary assistance hotline 
as the COVID-19 shutdowns continue. Each month, more and 
more people are experiencing financial crisis. They are stressed 
and worried; the sighs of relief are tangible when our program 
coordinator, Terri, confirms that their pet can be helped. We 
would not have been able to help all the cases that come to us 
without the financial support from the Community Response 
Fund, made possible by the Vancouver Foundation, Vancity 
Credit Union, United Way Lower Mainland, and the City of 
Vancouver. They provided $10,000 to ensure we are able to 
meet the increased demand for the program. 

 Thank you also to our donors who give generously to 
 the McVitie program!

JOIN VHS FOR AN EVENING 
WITH BC ANIMAL ADVOCATES

SPEAK UP! 
FOR ANIMALS
A VIRTUAL STORY-TELLING EVENT

Amanda Nahanee

Ann Luu

James Slade

Katherine Ramdeen

and a live freestyle performance 
from AFRO VAN CONNECT
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New program launching in November
SUPPORTING THE HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND AS WOMEN ESCAPE HOMELESSNESS

human trafficking. 

Women with pets as their family have 
more difficulty finding housing. Many 
facilities do not have the knowledge or 
capacity to address the animal health 
issues that come with housing pets 
short-term. This innovative program will 
partner with social service agencies to 
decrease the barriers to women with 
pets exiting homelessness. Primarily, 
this includes providing preventive 
care, including deworming, de-fleaing 
and vaccinations, to ensure that the 
frequent changeover within transition-
housing facilities does not lead to 
zoonotic disease issues. For cats, dogs, 
and small pets that are experiencing 

medical issues, the funding will ensure 
that these acute issues are remedied 
as part of the preventative medicine 
appointment. This will ensure only one 
exam fee to address multiple issues, 
saving costs overall. It is our hope that 
in further phases of this project, we 
can also work to offer assistance with 
behaviour issues.

The Vancouver Humane Society is 
thankful to PetSmart Charities® of 
Canada for graciously providing funding 
towards this project. We look forward to 
sharing more about the social service 
agencies we partner with as the project 
progresses.

Starting in November, we will be 
launching new programming entitled 
“Preventing women’s homelessness 
project: Assisting vulnerable women 
and their pets”. Women are uniquely 
affected by homelessness because they 
are less likely to appear in shelters, 
drop-ins, public spaces, or access 
social services. They are undercounted 
in research, and an estimated 700 
women are turned away each day 
from domestic violence shelters 
(Womenshomelessness.ca). They are 
more likely to live in cars, experience 
domestic violence, to be abused as live-
in caregivers, to experience physical, 
emotional and sexual abuse, and to 
be forced to engage in survival sex or 
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McVitie Fund Update
A HELPING HAND FOR ANIMALS DURING THIS MOST URGENT TIME OF NEED

Our McVitie Fund assists low-income pet owners with emergency veterinary expenses, ending their suffering from 
debilitating injuries and illnesses. Thanks to the generosity of our supporters and our anonymous donor, we are so grateful to 
be one of the very few organizations offering this service. 

         FAMILY BLESSED   
    TO HAVE DAPHNE 
 
Daphne is precious member of her family.  Her 
guardian, a single mom, says Daphne loves 
to cuddle with her six-year-old son, who has a 
sensory disorder. She’s important to everyone in 
the family and her guardian says she’s a brave 
and loving dog who loves to entertain everyone 
with her antics. “I feel blessed to have had this 
dog in my life for seven years.”

Recently, Daphne escaped her backyard, 
pushing through a loose board in the fence and 
running out on the road.  She was hit by a car, 
badly injuring her leg. She required urgent and 
expensive surgery but her guardian didn’t have 
the funds to cover the cost.  Fortunately, VHS was 
able to step in and provide financial assistance, 
ensuring that Daphne got the treatment she 
needed. Daphne is back with her family and is 
recovering well.

        MITTENS ON THE  
  MEND 
Mittens is a happy cat, constantly purring and 
cuddling up to her guardian at night. “I got 
Mittens when she was only six weeks old,” says 
her guardian. “She is truly, deeply loved.”

Having recently paid large vet bills for two other 
pets who, sadly, did not survive, her guardian 
was desolate when Mittens became ill.

Fortunately, VHS and Paws for Hope teamed 
up to offer financial help and Mittens was able 
to get a diagnosis and veterinary care. She has 
kidney disease but is receiving treatment and is 
doing much better.
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D O N AT I O N S  &  T H A N K  Y O U s
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING, WHO REMEMBERED 
LOVED ONES WITH A GIFT TO HELP ANIMALS:
Herb Auerbach, in memory of Mary Auerbach, co founder of VHS
Susan Tha, in honour and memory of Mary Auerbach’s birthday
Elizabeth Legge, in memory of Tara Brown
Dianne MacDonald, in memory of Greg Tompkins
Rosemarie Blackwood, in memory of Reggie
Sheila Giroux, in memory of Jessie Giroux
Katia Somerville, in memory of Liz Burns
Wendy Pearson, in memory of Sam
Helen Schiele, in memory of Dave and Diesel Smith
Angie Di Turim in memory of Leo
Rhea Viegas, in memory of Calvin
Jack Nemeth, in memory of Binky and Kola
Maria Fornataro, in memory of Tazzy
Margaret Treble, in memory of Lindsey Chambers
Richelle Bolduc, in memory of Grandpa Denny  
Patricia Janzen, in memory of Edward Gettel
Debbie McCall, in memory of Amie
Maximiliano Schneider, in memory of Kenya
Mary Evans, in memory of Lulu
Laura Cooper, in memory of Kokomo, The House Panther
Yani Mitchell, in memory of Bailey
Nicola Nielsen, in memory of Barney Bourque
Tsering Samker, in memory of Janet
Grant Rice, in memory of Sioux 
Cindy Brandson, in memory of Cassius, Chance & Trigger
Phyllis Barkley, in memory of Merlin
Anonymous, in memory of Sheldon Stoughton  
Jacqueline Adler, in memory of Sharon Koshul
Deborah Mccall, in memory of Amie
Anonymous, in memory of Steve
Anne White, in memory of Daisy and Tux

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING, WHO HONOURED 
OTHERS WITH A GIFT FOR THE ANIMALS:
Meggan Sullivan, in honour of Sheresse, Trevor, Zeffy, & Maple
Caitlin Hertzman, in honour of Brahmi Benner
Anonymous, in honour of Reena Soin
Souvik Maiti, in honour of Xian Chang
Karen mccready, in honour of Joanna Miskelly
Kim Wolfe, in honour of Dad
Lilli Rosenberg, in honour of Dr. Rachel Esther Flower Rosenberg

WE THANK THOSE THAT HAVE GENEROUSLY LEFT A 
GIFT TO VHS IN THEIR WILL. THEIR MEMORIES WILL 
LIVE ON IN OUR WORK FOR ANIMALS:
Lynn Ann Brown
Graham Le Roux

THANK YOU TO INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATE THROUGH 
THE BENEVITY COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND:
Amanda Nutbrown Bourdeau
Gillian Stewart
Chelsea Tapanainen
Jovan Hayre

THANK YOU TO INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATE THROUGH 
THE UNITED WAY OF THE LOWER MAINLAND AND 
UNITED WAY TORONTO AND YORK REGION:
Inger Hummelshoj
Anonymous

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES THAT 
SUPPORT OUR WORK:
Helping Hands of Worksafe BC
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund
We would like to extend a special thanks to the businesses 
that have donated an item for our silent auction and a big 
thanks to CTV News for sponsoring our Speak Up! for Animals 
storytelling event.

WE WOULD LIKE TO SINCERELY THANK THE 
FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
FUNDING THROUGH GRANTS:
PetSmart Charities® of Canada
The Vancouver Foundation

WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL TO OUR AMAZING 
VOLUNTEERS, THAT GIVE THEIR TIME TO SUPPORT 
OUR WORK. WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL 
THANKS TO:
Nadine Coffin for managing our Plant-based Plates recipe list
Judy Lerner for her support with data entry
Our newsletter distributors
 
OUR MONTHLY DONORS ARE OUR HEROES. THANK 
YOU TO ALL OF YOU, FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR 
HEARTS!

Treating people & their pets with dignity
For many people, their pet is their lifeline and mental health support. We know from 
separation anxiety, cuddles, and protective behaviours that the feeling is mutual! Across 
Canada, people face difficult decisions as they struggle with poverty, and sometimes 
those decisions involve the well-being of themselves and their best friend. VHS received a 
two-year grant from the B.C. government to create a training program for animal services 
providers to ensure their programs provide trauma-informed care to people and their pets. 
We’ve recruited Celeste Morales as Lead Researcher to do this work. Celeste has a Master’s 
in Sociology and wrote her thesis on poverty reduction. Welcome Celeste!
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This month is Free Wills Month
MAKE A NEW WILL OR REVISE YOUR CURRENT WILL AT NO CHARGE  

and a great opportunity to plan for the 
future.

You can have a simple will written or 
updated free of charge through lawyers 
participating in this campaign. If 
you’d like to participate or get more 
information, please visit the Free Wills 
website – www.freewillsmonth.ca. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Claire Yarnold at 604 266 9744 or 
email claire@vancouverhumanesociety.
bc.ca. 

October is Free Wills Month and you 
have the chance to support our work for 
years to come by leaving a legacy for 
the animals. 

If you are an animal lover aged 55 or 
over, from October 1-31, you have a 
unique opportunity to either make a 
new will or revise your current will, for 
free! There is absolutely no obligation 
to include a charity in your will in order 
to participate. This is the last year the 
VHS is participating in this program, 

More municipalities take action on cruel rodenticides
LUCKY THE OWL PULLS THROUGH AND REVIVES THE PUBLIC CALL FOR POISON BAN

Vancouver Island communities. Most 
recently, West Vancouver has voted to 
consider a ban. Given that the wider 
use of rodenticides is regulated at the 
provincial level, the next step will be 
for municipalities to urge the province 
to consider a B.C.-wide ban.

VHS has submitted letters 
of support for municipal 
rodenticide bans and will 
advocate for a province-wide 
ban. We’ve also joined  
Owl Watch BC, a 
coalition of wildlife 
advocates. To learn 
more about taking 
action to ban 
rodenticides in 
your community, 
email VHS 
Campaign 
Director, Emily 
Pickett, at  

emily@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca.  

Lucky the owl survived two poisonings

The story of Lucky the owl, who was 
found poisoned in North Vancouver not 
once, but twice in a matter of weeks, 
has revived public calls for a ban on 
anticoagulant rodenticides. Wildlife are 
often the victims of poisons used by 
businesses, landlords, municipalities 
and homeowners to control rodent 
populations. These “secondary 
poisonings” happen when birds of prey 
or other predators eat poisoned rodents, 
causing a slow and painful death. 

Thankfully, Lucky survived and was 
released after receiving treatment, 
but other animals who encounter 
these poisons aren’t so fortunate. The 
good news is that a growing number 
of B.C. municipalities are now taking 
action. In the months following Lucky’s 
poisonings, several municipalities have 
banned rodenticides on municipal 
properties, including the District 
and City of North Vancouver, Port 
Moody, Victoria and a number of other 
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Lucky Friday is one of  
many good reasons to  

remember VHS in your will!
Rescued from the streets and certain death,  

Friday is now in her forever home.  
She needed help and we were there.  
Help us be there in the future!  

It’s easy. Simply speak to your lawyer and have  
the following wording included in your will:  

“I give, devise and bequeath to the  
Vancouver Humane Society, 303-8623 Granville St, 

Vancouver, British Columbia,
a) _____% of the residue of my estate OR

b) the amount of $_____”.

THANK YOU FROM THE ANIMALS 

Run for the Animals raises more than $13,000  
This year, a team of 19 amazing animal advocates have run a combined distance 
of 185km as part of our Run for the Animals Scotiabank Charity Challenge virtual 
fundraiser! That’s the same distance as Horseshoe Bay to Hope! We are delighted 
to announce that they have raised a grand total of $13,350, which will fund our 
work to improve the lives of animals. 

Thank you so much to everyone who donated towards this fundraiser, and a 
special thank you to our runners!


