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OUR MISSION AND VISION
We are dedicated to exposing animal abuse and assisting
individuals, businesses and governments to end animal
suffering, cruelty and exploitation.
We envision a future in which humanity recognizes and
respects the inherent rights and needs of all animals - a
society in which all animal cruelty is unacceptable and
animal protection is valued and acted upon by the public
and its policy makers.

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
2020 was an unprecedented year - for everyone, animals
included. Due to the pandemic, governments and health
authorities mandated the closure of many businesses,
including some of those that keep animals in captivity.
Similarly, rodeo events were cancelled across the country.
This allowed the VHS to focus on its other campaigns
advocating against the cruel exotic pet trade, factory
farming, and advocating for animals being used for
entertainment, including carriage horses and sled dogs.
2020 also saw a significant increase in demand from lowincome folks for financial assistance for veterinary care
due to the financial crisis. We appreciate the support of
the VHS community who helped keep pets and their
people together during this challenging emotional time.
The VHS would like to thank its donors and grantors who
helped us achieve our mission in 2020.
Marylee Davies

Amy Morris

Board President

Executive Director
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OUR PROGRAMS
Below is a quick snapshot of the metrics of our programs. The pages below share more
details about the goals of the program and some of the animals that were assisted.

ADVOCACY FOR
FARMED ANIMALS

MCVITIE PROGRAM

01

02

03

161 animals assisted with
urgent care in 2020
1 report released

HELPING WOMEN AND
PETS IN CRISIS

Program launched with 3
funders and 1 agency
partner onboard

GOVEG

With 3,885 pageviews,
this campaign saw a 700%
increase in members of
the public learning about
farmed animal issues

PLANT-BASED PLATES

04

Briefing note & cost
benefit analysis for
municipalities

05

06

07

4,150 emails sent to Retail
Council of Canada to end
pigs in confined housing

ADVOCACY FOR WILD
AND EXOTIC ANIMALS

9,257 signatures on
campaigns to protect wild
and exotic animals
ADVOCACY FOR
ANIMALS USED IN
ENTERTAINMENT

13,135 signatures on
campaigns to end their
suffering
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COMPANION ANIMAL PROGRAMS

MCVITIE
PROGRAM

The number of animals and their
guardians we assisted doesn't
begin to describe the need. The
phone did not stop ringing in 2020
with people in financial crisis.

ANIMALS ASSISTED

161

Others
0.6%

Cats
52.2%

Dogs
47.2%

HELPING WOMEN
AND PETS
IN CRISIS

Women and their pets
experience homelessness for
many reasons, the primary
reason being cost. Women
living in precarious situations
struggle to cover the costs of
both veterinary care and a pet
deposit when working to secure
safe housing for their family
unit. This new program
provides support for the
preventative and urgent
medical needs of pets, so
women can focus on finding
and keeping a safe home for
themselves and pets in their
care.

VETERINARY
ASSISTANCE
REPORT

This report investigates gaps
existing for structurally
vulnerable people and their
pets in accessing veterinary
care, introduces the One
Welfare framework, and
introduces trauma-informed
care. It offers recommendations
for veterinary clinics and animal
shelters to recognize potential
bias and privilege when
working with the structurally
vulnerable and their pets,
offering alternatives to pet
relinquishment. Read the
report: https://vancouverhuma
nesociety.bc.ca/reports.

ANIMALS WITH
INJURIES

ANIMALS WITH
CHRONIC ILLNESS

ANIMALS WITH
SUDDEN ILLNESS

51

31

79
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MCVITIE FUND FEATURE: ONYX

"Here I am stuck, afraid and don't know
what to do. My bank acct literally doesn't
have the money and my credit cards are
max'd."

Onyx's guardians, a downtown eastside Vancouver
street nurse and an AV tech, had a stroke of bad luck
during the pandemic. She has a central nervous
condition with no disability payments coming in yet,
and he fell off a ladder and shattered his ankle.
All the while, neither person qualified for COVIDrelated government assistance. Onyx's mom stated
that he has "kept me from having a nervous
breakdown."

Then Onyx developed a sudden illness and stopped
eating. Syringe feeding was barely keeping him
hydrated and his guardians were at loss for what to
do.
Funded by the McVitie fund, Onyx was able to see a
veterinarian. The blood panel determined that he
was having kidney problems. With the right food and
medication, Onyx was himself again, and his
guardians could focus on getting better themselves.
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FARMED
ANIMAL
PROGRAMS

Covid-19 exposed problems in our food
system and in the way society treats
animals. VHS joined other advocacy groups
in calling on the federal government to
move away from factory farming and
toward a humane, healthy, equitable and
sustainable plant-based food system.

In 2020, VHS shifted to online programming, with covidfriendly education tools, such as a humane learning guide for
kids, a webinar for advocates, and a virtual talk about the
future of meat alternatives.
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FARMED ANIMAL PROGRAMS

GOVEG
PROGRAM

In June, VHS launched an
expanded advertisement campaign
aimed at encouraging the public to
consider the benefits of a vegan
lifestyle, including a plant-based
diet. Our thought-provoking
GoVeg ads ran on billboards,
elevator screens, and online. We
also took part in several virtual
talks promoting veganism.

PLANT-BASED
PLATES

Throughout 2020, VHS
engaged with governments,
calling for a shift toward a
humane and sustainable plantbased food system. We also
hosted a food service
stakeholder survey, the results
of which will help expand our
plant-based support resources
for schools, hospitals and food
service agencies.

FARMED ANIMAL
ADVOCACY

When the pig farming industry
proposed delaying a promise to
move away from cruel
gestation stalls, VHS launched a
campaign calling on the
industry to keep its
commitment. More than 4,100
VHS supporters joined us in
asking grocery retailers to keep
their promise to also shift
toward alternative housing.

TOTAL VIEWS OF GOVEG ADS
WEBSITE ADS

BILLBOARD ADS

830,645

4,070,304

SOCIAL MEDIA ADS

ELEVATOR ADS

226,407

1,250,462
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ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION
Animals used in
entertainment
Sled dogs: In November,
VHS launched a campaign calling for
members of the public to pledge to
boycott sled dog tours, which attracted
more than 3,700 pledges. It is still legal
for sled dogs to be chained for more
than 23 hours a day.
Rodeo: Prior to the cancellation of the
2020 Calgary Stampede, a VHS
campaign prompted more than 2,500
people to urge General Motors Canada
to stop sponsoring the Stampede’s
chuckwagon race. More than 70 horses
have died in the race since 1986.
Horse carriages: In August
VHS launched two petitions calling for
the removal of the horse-drawn trolley
in Vancouver’s Stanley Park, collecting
more than 9,000 signatures. We also
engaged with several business
associations that use horse carriage
rides at their events, convincing one
association to end the practice.

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS:

23,022
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS:

2,078
TWITTER FOLLOWERS:

1,909
Wild and exotic animals
Wild animals: In June, VHS launched a petition asking the B.C.
government to stop logging in areas that threatened bear and
spotted owl habitat, gaining more than 2,300 signatures.
Exotic animals: VHS drew attention to the trade in wild and exotic
animals with two campaigns, one urging the federal government to
ban the international trade and the other asking the B.C.
government to strengthen regulation of exotic animal ownership
in the province. We had four opinion editorials published in the
media on the issue and nearly 7,000 people signed our petitions.
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HUMANE EDUCATION
Get up close and personal with animals – without the
suffering!
We developed two resources to keep kids engaged and animals safe when it comes to
learning. Click each snapshot below to download the guide.

Curiosity about animals and their behaviour comes naturally for
kids. Taking them to see wild animals at a zoo or aquarium teaches
a painful lesson: they think it is normal for a wild animal to live in a
cage. Likewise, seeing an animal on a hobby farm does not share
the full truth of intensive agriculture.
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COMMUNICATION
AND ENGAGEMENT
EMAIL COMMUNITY

15,971
VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY

234
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

1,084
WEBSITE UPDATE
During the first few months of COVID19, we had the opportunity to update
our website after feedback that it was
difficult to navigate.
The update seems to have made a big difference!
In comparing July through December from 2019
to 2020, we saw:

50% increase in users
& page visits increased
from 60k to 87k
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FUNDRAISING AND SUPPORT

We are grateful to the donors who give
generously to improve the well-being of
animals every month. This provides a stable
source of income that we know we can rely on
throughout the year.

Government subsidies 5.5%

Total support
received in 2020:
$1,108,153

Interest & other revenue
1.6%

Scheduled donations
8.8%

Bequests
45.5%

One-time donations
15.6%

We are so grateful to the granting agencies
that provide support to enable us to embark
on new and innovative projects.
We are also grateful to those who leave a
gift to the Vancouver Humane Society in
their will. Estate gifts ensure that our
programming can continue long into the
future. In some cases, we receive interest
from endowments that will last into
perpetuity, an investment into the future of
animal protection.

Grants
23%
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EXPENSES
Fundraising expenses
10.4%

Expenditures: $802,690

Administrative expenses
8.7%

Program expenses
80.9%

PROGRAM-SPECIFIC BREAKDOWN
Companion animal programs
Farmed animal programs
Wild and exotic animal advocacy
Animals used in entertainment advocacy
Endowment contributions
Adminstrative expenses
Fundraising expenses
Donations to other charities
0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000
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WHO WE ARE
Staff
Amy Morris, Executive Director
Peter Fricker, Projects and
Communications Director
Emily Pickett, Campaign Director
Claire Yarnold, Development
Officer
Celeste Morales, Lead Researcher
Terri Gillis, Program Coordinator,
Companion animals
Julia McCann, Program
Coordinator, Farmed animals

CONTACT US

Directors
Marylee Davies, President
Libery Mulkani, Vice President
Rob Monteverde, Treasurer
Chris Morcom, Director
Angela Yadav, Director
Darcy Matheson, Director
Ryan McCracken, Director
Sam Petrin, Director

303-8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, BC V6P 5A2
Telephone: 604-266-9744
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Listening, learning, and unlearning on unceded xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam),
sḵwx̱ wú7mesh (Squamish) & sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) territories.
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