
 

 

To Randy Ambrosie, Commissioner, Canadian Football League 
 
 

Montreal, September 29th, 2019, 
 
I wish to express my dismay at the Canadian Football League’s decision to hold a rodeo as part of the 2019 
Grey Cup Festival in Calgary. 
 
Given the widespread public outrage at the deaths of six horses at the 2019 Calgary Stampede and the 
Stampede’s long history of controversy over animal deaths and cruelty, it is deeply disappointing that the CFL 
would associate itself with rodeo. 
 
The bucking bulls and horses that are slated to appear at the Grey Cup rodeo will be deliberately subjected to 
fear and stress to make them perform.  Flank straps will be cinched tight around their hindquarters to induce 
bucking as they are coerced into the arena with unwanted riders on their backs, using spurs to grip the animals’ 
hides. 
 
This amounts to tormenting animals for the sake of human amusement. It is unethical, uncivilized and un-
Canadian. Polling shows the majority of Canadians (63%) are opposed to rodeos. (66% in B.C., 68% in Ontario 
and 70% in Quebec.) As the Grey Cup Festival is a national event, including a rodeo is clearly unrepresentative 
of Canadian values and interests. 
 
Canadians want family-friendly, cruelty-free entertainment to be part of national celebrations, not out-dated 
spectacles of animal cruelty. 
 
I urge you to reconsider your plans for the Grey Cup Festival and cancel the rodeo. 
 

 
 
Élise Desaulniers 
Executive Director, 
SPCA de Montréal 
edesaulniers@spca.com 
 

 

 

September 4, 2019. 

 

To whom this may concern,  
 
Lauren Abrams has been a volunteer for the Montreal SPCA for four years as well as a part-time employee 
for two. She started has a dog walker and quickly became a team leader and trainer for other onboarding 
volunteers. Lauren coordinates scheduling for a high number of volunteers and also implemented new tools 
such as a “learn with a buddy” system for more efficient training. 
 
Lauren’s dedication to animal welfare is undeniable, and she is undoubtedly one of our most reliable 
volunteers. She works with fearful dogs as well as special needs cats and provides them with much needed 
enrichment making them not only more comfortable, but bettering their chances of being adopted out. Not 
only does Lauren do this on SPCA ground, but she goes one step further by fostering critical care orphan 
kittens and giving shelter breaks to long-term stay dogs.  
 
Lauren’s interest for veterinary medicine is also reflected in the hours that she gives to our low cost 
sterilization clinic, where she helps to transport and prepare animals for surgery, prepares surgical kits and 
assists in monitoring awakenings after anesthesia for cats and dogs.  
 
I highly recommend Lauren for your program. Her consistent dedication, organization skills and leadership 
abilities make her an exceptional addition to any program. However, it is her evident passion for animals, 
and impressive ability to remain focused and keep a positive attitude in what can be at times a chaotic and 
emotionally charged environment that make her perfect for the veterinary profession. Everyone loves 
working alongside Lauren.  
 
I remain available may you have any additional questions.  
 
Best regards,  
 
 

Élise Desaulniers, Executive Director. 


