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MAYOR

Name Q1) Zoos & Aquariums Q2) Animals In Entertainment Q3) Factory Farming Q4) Plant-based Foods Q5) Meatless Monday Q6) Pet-friendly Housing Q7) Animal-Related Bylaws

Wild and exotic animals (including those who 

are captive-bred) have unique biological and 

behavioural needs that cannot be met when 

kept in captivity. These animals can suffer 

greatly when confined in unnatural 

environments. If elected, will you support 

ending the keeping of wild and exotic 

animals in permanent captivity, in favour of 

genuine rescue, rehab and release 

programs and wildlife conservation efforts? 

Public sentiment surrounding the use of 

animals for entertainment (e.g. circuses, 

dog-sledding, rodeo events like calf-roping, 

steer-wrestling and team-roping, use of 

wild or exotic animals for tv/film) has 

shifted in recent years, due to increased 

awareness surrounding animal welfare 

concerns. If elected, will you support 

ending the use of animals for 

entertainment purposes in favour of 

animal and family-friendly events?

More than 100 million animals are raised and 

slaughtered for food every year in British 

Columbia. The vast majority are confined in 

unnatural and intensive conditions and a 

number of undercover investigations in 

recent years have revealed widespread 

issues of animal cruelty. Growing public 

concern for animal welfare has resulted in 

calls for stronger on-farm regulations, as 

well as on-farm government oversight and 

enforcement, as opposed to leaving the 

animal agriculture industry to self-regulate. 

If elected, will you support government 

regulation and oversight of the animal 

farming industry?

There is growing consensus among experts 

that significantly reducing or eliminating our 

consumption of animal products is a 

necessary step in mitigating climate change, 

addressing factory farming and protecting 

public health. If elected, will you support 

efforts at the municipal level to increase 

availability of plant-based foods? 

Meatless Monday is an international 

movement that aims to help protect animal 

welfare, the environment and public health 

by encouraging people to skip meat one day 

a week. This initiative to reduce our 

collective overconsumption of animal 

products has seen significant growth in 

Metro Vancouver in recent years. If 

elected, will you support the local 

Meatless Monday movement?

Amidst an unprecedented affordable 

housing crisis and historically low vacancy 

rates across British Columbia, affordable pet-

friendly housing is in dramatically short 

supply. If elected, will you support ending 

the ‘no pets’ rental policies? 

Municipalities have the ability to regulate 

concerns related to animals. If elected will 

you ensure that standards of care are 

outlined in your animal-related bylaws, 

ensuring that nuisance and welfare issues 

are addressed together?

Ash Amlani

Erez Barzilay

Mike Little

Dennis Maskell

Glen Webb

CITY COUNCIL

Name

Jordan Back

Mitchell Baker

Mathew Bond

Megan Curren Yes. Yes. "I have been advocating for the end to 

all abhorrent forms of “entertainment” for 

years. I am not clear on the District’s role in 

this regard, but am open to learning and 

advocating both personally and as a 

municipality if possible. "

Yes. "Again, I’m not sure what role Municipal 

Government plays (or could play), but am 

open to learning and supporting policies 

where possible. Personally, I will continue 

advocacy for ending animal cruelty. "

Yes. "Let’s expand “Meatless Monday’s” 

and partner with schools and employers to 

broaden awareness and reach. I’m not sure 

if this would be within my power (haha) but 

I’d love to see Virtuous Pie, Umaluma and 

more vegan options in The District.  "

Yes "100% yes. See previous answer." "I’m not sure how this can be done in all 

rentals (such as suites), but I think purpose-

built rental buildings should allow pets. I’m 

open to learning more about the role 

Municipal government can take, often times 

housing policy is at a 

Provincial level. I support tenants having 

pets, I just don’t want to promise something 

I can’t deliver on. Open to learning more!"

Yes. "I’m a vegan, environmentalist, 

conservationist, animal-rights advocate. I 

want to better understand the District’s 

policies, enforcements, etc and am 

committed to doing so. I understand the 

shelter is closing soon and need to learn 

more about the DNV role in animal welfare, 

animal adoption, etc."

Phil Dupasquier

Mark Elliott

Linda Findley

Betty Forbes

Barry Forward

James Hanson

John Harvey

Robin Hicks

ZoAnn Morten

Lisa Muri

Sameer Parekh

Greg Robins Yes. "I also do not agree with the notion that 

captivity “preserves” a species." 

Yes. "I have never supported animal-based 

entertainment and feel it is nothing less 

than abuse. Cirque du Soliel sets a perfect 

example of how to reinvent animal-based 

entertainment."

Yes. "We owned Sprout Organic Market for 

10 years until this summer. We only sold 

grass finished beef from Empire Valley Beef, 

directly from the rancher, John & Joyce 

Holmes, and only sold chicken from Brad 

Reid and we personally inspected the 

chicken farm to be assured of the 

conditions. We held these core values in 

place of profits."

Yes. "While we owned Sprout Market, we 

supported plant-based, naturally derived 

products for the most part. We can do 

much more to support a plant-based diet."

Yes. "It does us all good – everyone and the 

planet – to reduce meat consumption. 

Perhaps more education for residents and 

support for retailers who get on board with 

a pro-meatless Monday would improve the 

uptake of the movement."

Yes. "We are lifelong pet owners and now 

own a wonderful Giant Schnoodle. We are 

landlords with a property in Kelowna and 

our tenants have a dog. We welcomed that 

pet with under-the-collar scratches and 

behind-the-ear rubs."

Yes. "I will commit to study this in more 

detail if elected and find ways to collaborate 

with interested parties to craft a more 

meaningful bylaw."

Peter Teevan

Carleen Thomas

SCHOOL TRUSTEE

Name Q1) Plant-Based Foods Q2) Meatless Monday Q3) Animal Dissection In Schools

There is growing consensus among experts 

that significantly reducing or eliminating our 

consumption of animal products is a 

necessary step in mitigating climate change, 

addressing factory farming and protecting 

public health. If elected, will you support 

efforts within your school district to 

increase availability of plant-based foods? 

Meatless Monday is an international 

movement that aims to help protect animal 

welfare, the environment and public health 

by encouraging people to skip meat one 

day a week. This initiative to reduce our 

collective overconsumption of animal 

products has seen significant growth in 

Metro Vancouver in recent years. If 

elected, will you support the local 

Meatless Monday movement?

As effective and low-cost alternatives to 

animal dissection have become widely 

available, a growing number of school 

districts are enacting student choice policies 

that allow students the ability to opt out of 

animal dissections and be given non-animal 

alternatives. Meanwhile, a recent survey 

indicates that 72% of British Columbians 

agree that school boards should have 

written student choice policies to this effect. 

If elected, will you support the inclusion 

and implementation of a student choice 

policy for animal dissection within your 

school district? 

Devon Bruce Yes. "I have personally modified my nutrition 

to be more plant-based and humane and so 

would absolutely be motivated to develop 

initiatives to provide more plant-based food 

options to the students of North Vancouver 

School District.  Education in early years 

regarding healthier choices for both the 

individual, animals and the environment is 

key to more conscious consumers moving in 

to the future."

Yes. "As an advocate for the humane 

treatment of animals and the shift of our 

mindsets around nutrition and alternative 

choices, I would absolutely be in favour of 

implementing Meatless Mondays in 

schools across North Vancouver."

Yes. "I believe the dissection of animals in 

our education system is an obsolete option 

but I understand that it is still practiced.  I 

personally wish I had the option to refrain 

from dissecting animals during my time in 

school and so would definitely support the 

implementation of a student choice policy in 

North Vancouver School District. "

Behl Evangelista

Norman Farrell Yes. "Schools should promote nutritious 

foods, locally and ethically produced. We 

ought to educate children about how 

consumer product choices influence 

personal health and the environment."

Yes, but depends on implementation. 

"Science programs ought to explore how 

factory and industrial food producers 

affect the environment and personal 

health. I believe education is the first tool 

to change behaviour."

Yes. "I believe individuals should be able to 

opt-out of animal dissections and use 

alternatives teaching tools. Before deciding 

to support elimination of all dissections in 

schools, I would listen to arguments from 

science experts pro and con."

Cindy Gerlach Yes. "Research continues to show that 

people today are still not getting enough 

fruits and vegetables, I have seen an 

increase in students requesting healthier 

and different options In the school cafeteria, 

including plant based options.  Our school 

district supports a Schoolyard Market 

Garden providing hands on learning 

opportunity to learn about food systems and 

environmental sustainability. "

Yes. "Healthier plant based options for 

school lunches are what students are 

seeking.  Providing different options like 

Meatless Monday provides opportunities 

for students to try something new. "

Yes. "Students in our district brought this to 

our attention last year and our policy is 

currently in the process of being updated to 

allow students to opt out of animal 

dissections and provided non-animal 

alternatives.  "

Edna Ligale

Kulvir Mann Yes. "I have been working with NVSD for the 

past year on a school gardens initiative and 

getting students to be more involved with 

the growing of food and making healthier 

choices of the food they are eating. We have 

now started a North Shore Farm to School 

Network and will begin reaching out to 

students and teachers this school year. "

Yes. "I am aware of this wonderful new 

initiative and it was highlighted at the 

Foods that Fit workshop that NVPAC 

organizes with Vancouver Coastal Health 

every May for all PAC Hot Lunch 

coordinators in NVSD and WVSD. I think 

the students have done a great job with 

this program." 

Yes. "I support this policy and would help 

implement this in NVSD. There are new ways 

to learn to dissect without having to use 

animals – such as 3D or digital tools. "

Cam Small

George Tsiakos


